STILLAGUAMISHVALLEY PIONEER MUSEUM
NEWSLETTER

June 2022
berries, cherries and blooms

(360) 435-7289
Hours of operation: Saturday, Sunday, Wednesday 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
For Pioneer Hall Rental call Caretakers Austin & Shannon Myrick at (360) 435-7289

Pioneer Day
Plan to attend and tell your friends and neighbors
Saturday, July 16, 2022
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Come help put this annual event over the top.
Thanks to the City of Arlington, we were awarded a grant to help make this
Pioneer Day the best ever. We promise you’ll have fun!
If you can help out call the museum 360-435-7289 and leave your name and number.
Find Your Roots
Train
Scavenger Hunt
Fire Truck
Live Music
AND MORE!!!

Sawing/timber Activity
Butter Churning
Cow Milking
QUILT RAFFLE
Rock Family Activity &
Rock Painting

Don’t forget the Christmas In July Raffle (quilt, table runner and hot pads); made by our craft
group, the Stilly Stitchers. Make sure you get your tickets from museum staff. $5.00
Drawing July 16th, 3 p.m. Need not be present to win.
Traditional events; we’ve added some new; please give your consent; we need you!
Proceeds will go to building benches in Stillaguamish Pioneer Park.

NEXT BOARD MEETING (Second Monday of the Month)
Monday, July 11, 2022 1:30 p.m.
AND SAVE the date for the Pioneer Picnic – August 21, 2022. This is also our Annual
Meeting for members. See information about the new non-profit law, which will affect
our by-laws on page 5.
Annual Dues $20.00; Lifetime Membership $200.00
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entertainment. There was a Community Club
once a month or so and my dad played the
violin and mother played the piano.

Doris Fortner Price, 1944

Doris Fortner Price,

now of San Pedro,
Californiarecently contacted the museum with some
reminisces of growing up in Jim Creek and later in
Arlington with her parents Jim and Evelyn Fortner
and siblings: Ted, George, Ike, Joyce, Dorothy,
Ellen, Judy and David. Doris lives in San Pedro,
California.
From Doris:
For most of the time there were 8 children and
about 5 years later another one came along.
Our house was very small but we managed by
using the attic area for beds. There was plenty
of room outdoors for games, tree climbing,
berry picking, a creek to wade in during the
summer and hiking on Ebey Hill. In 1940 dad
had bought a small parcel of land where he built
a house with a bedroom downstairs and four up
so there was plenty of room for everyone. We
still did not have running water (no indoor
bathroom) or electricity.
I think my fondest memory was music in the
evenings when my mother played the piano and
dad the violin. We kids all sang along and we
became quite good at harmonizing. Another
very good time was a neighborhood picnic in
the summer and we would enjoy homemade ice
cream with strawberries. My mother donated
the milk and cream from our goats. Some
evenings, the neighbor’s kids walked up to our
place
after
supper
and
we played
baseball. After the game they would take a
container of our goat milk home to enjoy.
During those years’ money was very scarce and
we relied on our own amusements for
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I was asked to be a companion for an elderly
relative. She was deaf and needed someone
there. I was with her for almost a year until she
moved closer to her daughter. From there I
was a live-in house-girl for a number of families
when needed for taking care of children, or to
help out a pregnant mother and I was able to go
to school as well. I was very happy and met so
many nice families. Sometimes I could take the
school bus back to my own family for a short
visit on a weekend.
…continued in the next newsletter
(Apologies to Doris – we weren’t able to fit all
your remembrances into this newsletter but be
assured they will be continued!) Thank you!
If you have a memory from growing up in the
Arlington Area, email it to “Front Desk” at
stillypioneers@frontier.com or mail it to 20722 67th
Ave NE, Arlington WA 98223-4214 along with a
picture(s), if available. We will do our best to get it
in the newsletter.

A starring role for our museum. The museum
and grounds are being tidied up in preparation
for professional video filming by A Huge
Production. Two videos will be made to
promote the museum and our facility for
posting on social media.
Cheryl Lovgreen has been doing a beautiful job
cleaning our 15,426 square-foot museum. But
she could use some help! If you can help us
sparkle (or shine) for our grand debut, please
see Sue or Roy.

RESEARCH LIBRARY
By Michele Heiderer

ASPLUND GLASS NEGATIVES COLLECTION
Two boxes of Asplund glass negatives were
recently discovered in the basement, along with
another box already upstairs in the library, I
researched the Asplund family and wrote up a
short history on Jan Erik ‘John’ Asplund, one of the
earliest photographers in Arlington, to go in the
Asplund file. He passed away December 19,
1915 of tuberculosis at the age of 51. Years later,
Mary Lund donated a large collection of glass
negatives that came from the Asplund
family. Most of the negatives are in good shape
depicting early Arlington scenes, very ‘Victorian' in
content.
ELLIS FAMILY POST CARD COLLECTION
I researched the Ellis family and wrote up a story
on John Boyd Ellis and his son, Clifford Ellis, to go
with the Ellis post card collection now available for
viewing in the research library. The collection
consists of black and white photo post cards
produced in the 1930s to about 1954 and color
post cards produced from about 1954 into the
1970s.
McALPIN GARAGE POST CARD COLLECTION
The McAlpin Garage post card collection, also
available in the library for viewing, was my third
project for the month. From interviewing Loren
Kraetz, I learned that these black and white post
cards were given out with a full tank of gas by the
owners of McAlpin Garage, a full-service station,
located on the corner of Olympic Avenue and
Maple Street. The original owner was Earl R.
McAlpin but he died of influenza in 1919, at only
28 years old. Otis Allen, an employee at the
garage, became the new owner and ran the gas
station, along with a trucking business, until the
building was torn down in the summer of 1955.

My next project is to create a simple numbering
system to catalog the book collection; eventually
this information will be added to the new Past
Perfect software, making it easy to search by
topic, surname, etc. for any book in the
library. This will be the third library collection that
I have organized from scratch.
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VISITORS
The past president of the Stanwood Area
Historical Museum, Dr. Richard Hanks and his
wife Robin, visited the research library in early
May. They had a copy of a photo from the Gold
Rush era of Stanwood men in Seattle, heading to
Alaska to mine for gold. Dr. Hanks was hoping
that we had the original of that photo so that he
could get a scanned copy to use as the cover of a
book
being
written
about
their
adventure. Apparently, the men struck it rich,
came back to Stanwood, and spent their money
building Stanwood. After researching the photo’s
history, I realized that the museum only had a
copy of the photo and that the original was owned
by long-time member, Joanne Hoidal Wetmore
(one of her early Hoidal ancestors was among the
men in that photo). I referred them to Joann for
more information on the names of the men in the
photo and to ask if they could borrow the original
to be scanned for the book’s cover.

A young couple visited the museum in May; I could
tell that they were enjoying Austin’s commentary
throughout the guided tour. When they stopped
into the research library and spotted the Arlington
High School yearbooks, the young man asked if
he could look for his father’s graduation
photo. Once they found it, they all had a good
laugh at the photo….perhaps his father’s haircut
was what tickled their funny bones, perhaps it was
his glasses, or maybe his clothing. I’m not really
sure, but I suspect that finding that photo was the
highlight of their visit to the museum.

A special thanks goes to Stillaguamish
Valley Genealogical Society for loaning
us their 100-cup coffee urn. Our coffee
pot in Pioneer Hall died and we were desperate as
our rental agreement stipulates that we provide use
of a large coffee pot. After searching several stores,
we found only empty shelves. Then, due to supply
chain issues, it took over two months for a new one
to arrive.
Thank you to our Genealogy friends!
A kind gesture, 100 cups at a time!

VACATIONING IN WASHINGTON STATE
THIS SUMMER?
The Board has authorized the distribution of
thousands of Ellis post cards that represent areas of
Washington State outside of Snohomish County.

Post cards need to be delivered to:
Bellevue: Eastside Heritage Center
Bellingham: Whatcom County Museum
Bremerton: Kitsap History Museum
Cathlamet: Wahkiakum Historical Museum
Chehalis: Lewis County Historical Museum

We have a large quantity of Ellis post cards that we
would like to offer to museums throughout the
state. Mailing them to the museums is expensive but
if you are traveling anywhere in Washington,
perhaps you could deliver them to the museum in that
area. The post cards are all new and in pristine
condition; two complete sets are being kept by the
museum, but we have no need for the rest of the post
cards. The address, phone number, and hours each
museum is open will be attached to each set of post
cards. Please stop by the Research Library if you can
help. To the right is a list of museums where post
cards need to be delivered.

Chelan: Chelan Historical Museum
Colville: Stevens County Historical Society
Coupeville: Island County Historical Museum
Ellensburg: Kittitas County Historical Museum
Ephrata: Grant County Historical Museum
Friday Harbor: San Juan Historical Museum
Hoquiam: Polson Museum
Kelso: Cowlitz County Museum
La Conner: Skagit County Museum
Leavenworth: Leavenworth Museum
North Bend: Snoqualmie Valley Museum
Okanogan: Okanogan County Historical Society
Olympia: Olympia History Museum
Port Angeles: North Olympic History Center
Port Townsend: Jefferson Museum of Art & History
Prosser: Benton County Museum
Quinault: Lake Quinault Museum
Republic: Ferry County Historical Society
Seattle: Museum of History & Industry
Shelton: Mason County Historical Society
South Bend: Pacific County Historical Museum
Spokane Valley: Spokane Valley Heritage Museum
Tacoma: Pierce County Historical Museum

A collage of a few of

the postcards

Waterville: Douglas County Museum
Westport: Westport Maritime Museum
Winthrop: Shafer Historical Museum
Yakima: Yakima Valley Museum
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New Member

Memorials & Donations

Larry Steel, Lifetime
(Larry is related to Will Verd,
author of The Story of a Great Forest)

DONATION
Dr. Richard Hanks, $20
Past President, Stanwood Historical Society

UPDATE ON DISPLAYS

UPDATE ON SVPA BY-LAWS
By Roy Harris, Vice President

Recently, Terry Legare and Karen Dale along with
local hair dresser and friend of the museum, Sondra
Brunkhorst, have been updating our displays with
new manikins, more appropriate hair-dos (wigs) and
clothing.

As previously reported in February, Washington
State revamped the Non-profit Law, which went
into effect January 1, 2022.

The ‘new’ photo studio, now on the main floor just
past the school room, and our Army Nurse have been
recipients of make overs. With clothing and hair
styles that more represent the era, these displays are
more attractive and inviting.

The new State Law replaced existing Chapter
24.03 RCW (“Old Act”) in its entirety. The new
Washington Nonprofit Corporation Act (“New
Act”) modernizes state law relating to the
organization, management, and governance of
nonprofit corporations.
The New Act clarifies that statutory membership
recognition requires that, a) members must be
provided for in a nonprofit corporation’s articles,
and b) members must have the right to vote for
the election of directors or delegates and
fundamental
transactions.
“Fundamental
transactions” include amendments to articles or
bylaws, mergers, the sale of all or substantially
all assets, domestication, conversion, or
dissolution of a nonprofit corporation.
This was a big change for us. In the past (Old
Act) the members elected the President and
other officers and then the Directors were
appointed by the President.
The New Act changed this process to: members
elect the Board members and the Board
appoints the president and other officers.

AND…
Thank you to the anonymous donor
who donated the money
to purchase these new manikins.
Your gift has added a touch of
realism to our displays.

The New Act establishes, in detail, specific
procedures for everything we do. There were so
many changes that they had to replace the old
law completely.
The Board will make recommendations to the
Members at the annual members meeting in
August. A copy of the changes will be distributed
to members for review before the meeting.
*******
The Annual Meeting will be held at the Pioneer
Picnic on August 21. Please make plans to
attend so you can be informed on these
important change.
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2021 – 2022 OFFFICERS
President: Sue Walde
Vice President: Roy Harris
Secretary: Sally Shinstrom
Pioneer Treasurer: Sharron Knutson
Museum Treasurer: Michele Heiderer
Past President: Myrtle Rausch
BOARD MEMBERS:
Denny Somerville
Terry Legare
Joann Gray
Loren Kraetz
David Walter
Doris Senica

Coming up in the Community!
33rd Annual
Antique Tractor Show &
Family Farm Fair
August 12-14, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Stanwood Fairgrounds

The museum has been established
to
discover,
preserve
and
disseminate
knowledge
concerning the history
of
Arlington and the surrounding
Stillaguamish
Valley.
The
objectives are to discover and
collect materials to illustrate the
history, to provide for the
preservation of such materials and
for its accessibility to the public,
and to disseminate historical
information and arouse an interest
in the past.

Stilly Stitchers
Meets 2nd& 4th Tuesday; 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; Pioneer Hall
Coffee, tea and crafts – bring your project and your lunch

Stillaguamish Valley Pioneers Association
20722 67th AVE NE
Arlington, WA 98223-4214

http://www.stillymuseum.org

Address Label
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MISSION STATEMENT

